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OBJECT: KSV AFGHAN DEC-CZ LIBERALIZES KARRXAGE ARRAUPE^EtfTS 

I. THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT OF DECREE SITSER SEVE* 
CF THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL OF THT DEMOCRATIC 
PE?U3LX'C CF AFGHANISTAN CORA) KEGAP'DITXS ^Ar-XAuE, 
WHICK VAS ISSUE? OH OCTOBER [7: 

SEGINHIMG OF TEXT? 

"DECREE SO* 7 

DOyRY CRAKAR) Att> HARRIACE EXPEKSES 

THIS DECREE IS ISSUED FOR IM>L£KEi.?ATXC:J CF 
ARTICLE 12 CF THE EAE2C LIfTS OF REVOLUTIONARY DUTIES 
IF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC CF AFGHANISTAN FOR tt'StJft- 
•'B OF ECHJAL RIGHTS OF W0?2Itf ¥1 TH sr* IS THE HELD 
r CIVIL LAV, *CR PEnCVIXS TME UWttST PaTRXARCKXAL 

tudaUstic RaATions BrrvEE*: KUSPA.™ MO VIF*. 

1kd for consolidation of fupthep. sincere family ties. 

-article ose 

-fc cks shall engage cr give i» harriage chxkah) 

A 4lRL IH EXCHANGE FOR PAYT.EHT tH CASK CR COCtrcoiTXES. 

•«1 OWE SHALL COMPEL TKE EPXDSGHOO* TO PAKE A 
PAYSEST IS CASH CR COMMODITIES IS THE SAPTE OF A 
CARRIAGE PORTIQM CTCYA*A OR VALVAR) AT THE TIKE OF 
CARRIAGE. 

-ARITCLE TVO: 

•to OKE SH/LL CCTPEL THE SRIDEGROOfl OR HIS G»'fr.MA* 
TO PREPARE CLOTHirG CR PRESETS FOR TYE GIRL CR HSR 
FAWLY IK 1& »IA v EJ3fc~IPI« .1AISOZI, BARATI, OR OTHER 
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THE GIPL G& HHS GUAPOIA* SHALL «0T TAKE AS K>ET M 

10 Cash or ccr*e*:TtEs i« the »a«£ or oownr <rakai> 

WORE TKr" TMS TSB DARHAfi SPECIFIED BY THE SHARIAT, 

maex nos* r or («:•'} exc^o 399 afs«» 00 the basis r->*^ 

Or THE (CURRENT) ^"X R**£ OF SILVER, CiOIEt AFS. / b -J^, 

>90 EOlALS LESS THAN TEK DOLLARS AT TH£ EXCHASGE J V 

SATE OF OCTOBER 23, 1578.) 

"ARTICLE FOUR -2 

TKE ESGAGE^KT A?© *AR*IA6E SHALL TAKE PLACE 
CCW.Y) VI TK TV.Z ruil CO0SERT Of TKE PARTIES? THERE* 
FWEi 

*I. 00 ORE SHALL FORCE A HAXfttAOEl 

*f, m OK SHALL "PREVE0T THE FREE KARRHGE Op M 
VOCtf OR FORCE HER tffTO MARRIAGE SEGAUSE GF'REUTIOJB- 
»XP OR PAROCHIAL TtESf 

**« 00 OSE SHALL M&VEJff LEGAL KARRI AGE OF ADOTHfS 
RXSOf 0* TKE PRETEXT OF £WAGEKf»Tt FQRf» E*3A$E- - 
0EIT EXPENSES, OR BY USI«G FORCE, -■; ^ 

sicncu five* 

mac ewagsbe.it a«o karriage cf vgme0 ua>ERr i« 

tt*S OF AGE AK> REN uibnt 13 YEARS OF AGE ARE ROT 
m«lSS*8LE. 

•article six i 

m U THOSE VIOLATING THE PRWISIOIC OF THIS DECREE 
»*IL BE LIABLE TO IKPRISO"" * SIX WO0THS TO 
T»IE YEARS, 

m U THE HCBEY OR COWftODZ'TIE. -*" HAVE BEE* 

*COTID 10 VICLATIOR OF THE PXOVISI03S OF THIS 
9CC8EK SHALL BE CORUSCATED* 

•mtlCLZ SEVEl: 

nrai decree shall ee promulgated atteh publication 
\* unr orncuL gazette .- 
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a. cowtekt: though the sew ^cree. 

THE GCVSR? 5 ?!^ PL??*? TO ELlK'I'lATE FORCED HARJtIACES 
OF CKXLDREB A.'S WIDOWS, A>3 70 FEDUCF THE. TRADfTIOffAL 
WARRlAGE EXPENSES V*ICH OFTE** FCfiCE THE IWVOLVEO 
FAMILIES OETP IHTC D^T. WHILE THE EUKIKftHO-ll 
CF TKE OOVP^Y A*Q **P&l?.ti£ fCTIOP APE LIKELY TO BE 
POPULAR WITH POTEfTI/L SRIDFC?OOKS A«D THEIR PARESIS, 
THISC CUSTOMS ARE DEEPLY BOOTS* I» ATOKA* SOCIETY, 
Affl> HAVE EC7K HISTORICAL A*© PELIGIOUS 5AfTCTI0» BE- 
HIND THEW. FCR THIS HS*SO* A^Y SERIOUS ATTEST BY 
THE GOVERNS FTT TO ENFORCE THIS DECREE, PaRTICULAPLY 
IK THE BCRE COSSERVaTIVE RUR*L AREAS, IS LIKELY TO 
PSTT IRI7HLLY WITH CONSIDERABLE RESISTARCE. XX HJ 
fltWR TRIED THE SAr*E PROHIBITIONS IS THE LATE 135GS, 
IF A FAMILY DESIRED A CERTAIN GIRL AS A BIRDE FOR 
THEIR SOU, THEY HAD TO AGREE SECRETLY TO TKE TRADI- 
TIONAL CHARGED. THE ?AYI?G F/^ILY WAS THE!! UH>£R- 
STA®A2LY RELUCTAKT TO JAUNDICE THE REVLY FORGED 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE GIRL'S FAHILY BY BETRAYING 
THEH TO THE KIM'S JUSTICE. THE LAW, KEGtELTED* 
WITHERED AWAY. 

J. IT SHOin.0 ALSO BE *OTED THAT THE DOWRY (WAMAR) 
IS TRADITIONALLY A* .«GREED-UPO« SUH OF KOBEY WHICH 
IS PLACED I« THE BRIDE'S BA*E AT WARRIAGE, SUT RE- 
KAISS UDER THE CONTROL OF TKE HUS8AKD UKLESS HE 
DIVXORCES THE WIFE, At WHICH TIHE THE BOIIEY REVERTS 
TO THE WIFE. Ill EFFECT, IT IS A KI«> OF "ALIHOKY 
IB ESCROW*. THE REKOWAL OF THIS PRGTECTIOB ~ ABD 
DISCOURAGEMENT FOR OJVORCE ~ WITHOUT COBCURREttT 
CIVIL PROTECTIONS WILL. I* EFFECT, PUCE WOKEB 
18 A KJCH RORE PRECARIOUS ECONOMIC APD SOCIAL POSI- 
nOH, KEtCEFGRTH VIS-A-VIS THEIR HUSBAiOS. 

4. SOME KAEUL WITS HAVE OBSERVED THAT THEY CAM SOW 
FIMLLY AFFORD TO ACQUIRE THEIR FULL KUSLIM SUCTA 
GF FOUR WIVES. THEY ARE, OF COURSE, OPTIMISTICALLY 
OVERLOOK! BO THE OVERWHELM! BG n*IMTESABCE EXPENSES 
OF BEXBG RESPORSIBLE FOR FOUR WCTEB WHO ARE* 6Y 
OJSTOK, ENTITLED TO — A*© WHO DEHAHD — EOJAL TREAT - 
KEKT. 
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